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Abstract

Professionalism of auditors as a key aspect in ensuring the quality of auditing services and enhancing its
credibility in various communities is well-recognized. In this sense, the concept refers to processes and
behaviors that contribute to the high credibility and quality of auditors' services. This study aimed to elucidate
the relationships among ethical self-efficacy, ethical apathy, and auditor professionalism. In terms of purpose,
this research is applied and, in terms of examining relationships between variables, it falls under descriptive-
survey research. The present research was conducted during the fall and winter of 1404 (2025-2026) and the
statistical population comprised auditors employed in auditing firms affiliated with the Institute of Certified
Public Accountants and the Accounting Organization, who, considering the unlimited membership, were
selected using the Krger-Morgan table to reach a sample size of 384 through a convenient sampling method.
In this study, a standard questionnaire was used to collect data, and its validity and reliability were tested. For
statistical testing, structural equation modeling was used through the PLS software. The results of the model
testing indicated that ethical self-efficacy of auditors employed in auditing firms has a significant negative
impact on their ethical apathy. Ethical apathy of auditors employed in auditing firms has a significant negative
impact on their professionalism. Ethical self-efficacy of auditors employed in auditing firms has a significant
positive impact on their professionalism. However, the mediating role of ethical apathy in the relationship
between ethical self-efficacy and auditor professionalism was not confirmed.
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