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Abstract

Auditors should have a questioning attitude and behavior in their evaluation process and always use professional
skepticism. Inability to use professional skepticism can have consequences for auditors or audit firms. Auditors should
also be capable of assessing social health, which can be affected by their personality traits. Therefore, this study seeks to
examine the moderating role of the auditor's personality type on the effect of the auditor's inability to use professional
skepticism and assess social health. To achieve this goal, 112 supervisors, managers, and partners of audit firms that are
members of the Iranian Society of Certified Public Accountants in 2024 were selected as samples and the questionnaire
was sent to them via email, virtual networks, and other methods. Data related to the research variables were analyzed
through structural equations based on the partial least squares method using Smart PLS software. The findings of the study
indicate that auditor incompetence affects the use of professional skepticism and auditor incompetence leads to a decrease
in the social health assessment of auditors. In addition, the auditor's personality type improves the relationship between
auditor incompetence and the use of auditor professional skepticism, in fact, the auditor's personality type causes
competent auditors to always use professional skepticism throughout the audit process. In addition, the results of the study
indicate that the auditor's personality type cannot act as an effective factor in the relationship between auditor
incompetence and social health assessment. The results of this study can be used by managers and auditors of audit firms
to consider the auditor's personality typology criteria in the selection of their workforce.

Keywords: Auditor professional skepticism, auditor incompetence, social health assessment, auditor personality type.
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