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Abstract

Forensic accounting and the expansion of its scope and application have attracted the attention of academic
circles, economic entities, legal and judicial systems, and legislators. Despite its significant importance and
necessity in detecting and preventing fraud and economic corruption, this scientific discipline has been studied
less than other branches of accounting. One reason may be the interdisciplinary nature of this field. Providing
a framework of the key elements in this discipline will undoubtedly aid in understanding and applying it—
especially in Iranian society. As a result of this necessity, a study and research—presented here—was
conducted with the aim of identifying and determining the key concepts and elements of forensic accounting.
The research literature was collected and compiled using content analysis. Key elements were categorized at
the levels of concepts and main factors. Finally, to ensure the validation of the identified concepts and
elements, the Delphi method was used to gather the opinions of experts and specialists in this area, with varied
and relevant expertise and experience. The results of the survey led to a list comprising five key concepts: Key
characteristics of forensic accountants « Management of forensic accountant activities « Services and roles of
forensic accountants « Process of executing forensic accounting operations « Organizational relationships of
forensic accountants <Additionally, 22 main factors were identified, including: Competence ¢« Independence «
Impartiality « Documentation « Procedures and methods « Joint reporting « Execution scheduling « Referral of
cases until the issuance of the final report <Performance evaluation ¢« Team management ¢ Resource
management « Assurance and consulting services « Crime prevention and fraud prevention services « Fraud
identification and detection services¢ Litigation support services « Annual forensic accounting program «
Review plan for each referred case « Execution of forensic accounting work ¢« Establishment of reporting
procedures « Correction of reports for errors and omissions as needed « Reporting results of work « Following
up on results of work « Two-way interaction with stakeholders, judicial authorities, defendants, and legal
advisors « Coordination with other internal and external providers of assurance and consulting services
Keywords: Key elements of forensic accounting, forensic accounting, fraudulent reporting.
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