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Abstract

With the increase in financial scandals in recent years, which has put the credibility of organizations and
enterprises at risk, and the increasing importance of preparing and presenting correct financial reports
presented by managers and employees of organizations, Machiavellianism can play an important role in Doing
unethical work including earnings management. Therefore, in the current research, the effect of
Machiavellianism one arnings management was investigated with the mediating role of moral intensity in
electricity distribution companies. To achieve this goal, four hypotheses were proposed and to test the
hypotheses, the data of 21 Iranian electricity distribution companies were selected and 320 questionnaires
were distributed and 297 questionnaires were collected using cluster random sampling method. To investigate
the variable of Machiavellianism, first the indices were extracted through the research literature and then the
Delphi method was used, and structural equation method and PLS software were used to investigate the
relationship between the variables. The research results confirmed the existence of a relationship between
Machiavellianism and earnings management and indicate a significant relationship between moral intensity
and earnings management, as well as the existence of a relationship between moral intensity and
Machiavellianism. And moral intensity mediates the relationship between Machiavellianism and earnings
management.

Key words: earnings management, Machiavellianism, moral intensity, electric power Generation Company
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