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Abstract

The moral and behavioral characteristics of people affect their decisions and judgments. The purpose of this
research is to investigate the relationship between Machiavellianism, social dominance, and moral courage in
the auditing profession. The statistical population of the research includes all certified public accountants
working in the auditing organization and private firms that are members of the IACPA, and 306 members of
the IACPA were selected as a statistical sample using a simple random sampling method. Questionnaires were
used to collect data and structural equations were used to analyze data. The research results show that
Machiavellianism has a positive and significant effect on social dominance and a negative and significant
effect on moral courage. Also, social dominance has a negative and significant effect on moral courage. In
other words, with the increase of Machiavellian tendencies and social dominance in auditors, moral courage
decreases in them. Considering the importance of ethics in the auditing profession, the findings of this research
can be beneficial for the policymakers of the auditing profession in order to comply with professional ethics.
Key Words: Machiavellianism, Social Dominance, Moral Courage, and Auditing Profession
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