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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to investigate the effect of moral intelligence and its intensity on ethical
decision-making, emphasizing the role of the auditor's objectivity. The statistical population of the research is
the auditors working in the audit organization and audit institutions, members of the official accountant’s
society of Iran, and the selected sample includes 325 questionnaires that were distributed and collected in the
winter of 2021 and spring of 2023. For this purpose, in the form of a survey method and with a standard
questionnaire tool, relevant information has been collected and analyzed using the structural equation model
technique. The results of the research showed that moral intelligence and its intensity have a positive and
meaningful effect on the auditor's ethical decision-making. Also, the results showed that the auditor's
objectivity has a mediating effect and has a direct effect on the relationship between moral intelligence and
ethical decision-making and the relationship between ethical intensity and the auditor's ethical decision-
making. This means that the auditor's objectivity increases the positive effect of moral intelligence and its
intensity on the auditor's moral judgment and decision making.
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