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Abstract

Introduction & Purpose: Professional judgment in audit works and its process is a complicated subject which
is influenced by several factors; it is necessary to identify the factors affecting professional judgment in order
to clarify how individuals deserve professional judgment and what environmental, personal, and professional
factors influence the professional judgment of the individuals. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to
identify the individual, environmental, and professional factors that influence the prediction of auditors'
professional judgment.

Methods: This research is an applied-developmental research from objective dimension, and it is a qualitative
research in terms of methodology conducted by Delphi method among the audit experts and auditors with
active experience in this profession. The Delphi panel consists of 20 experts in the field of auditing and
certified auditors from accredited audit firms in Iran who were selected by non-probability sampling of a
combination of purposeful or judgmental and snowball methods. The tool used was a closed-ended and open-
ended questionnaire that was implemented in three stages, and the data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics techniques, mode, in particular.

Results: The components obtained from the first round of experts and the theoretical domain in three
dimensions including individual, environmental, professional and occupational were accepted by the experts.
17 components were identified to measure these dimensions: accounting standards, knowledge and
experience, intelligence, audit methods, evidence, audit committee characteristics, qualitative judgment
characteristics, accountability, personality, decision making process, professional hesitation, type of activity,
acceptance of Audit Work, motivation, competition, thinking style and piety. In addition, to evaluate the
seventeen dimensions of the research, finally 85 indicators were consensus of experts after three stages of
receiving opinions.

Conclusion: The results show that the components of accounting standards, knowledge and experience,
intelligence, audit methods and evidence are the most important and vital components of auditors' professional
judgment, respectively, and the five components of acceptance of audit work, motivation, competitiveness,
thinking style, and piety are the five indicators that are the least important in terms of auditors' professional
judgment, respectively.

Keywords: Dimensions of Auditors' Professional Judgment, Components of Auditors' Professional Judgment,
Auditors' Professional Judgment Indicators
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